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ST. THOMAS — LA GUAIRA — PUERTO CABELLO
SHIP LOCAL STAMPS

Among all the world’s local stamps, perhaps the most fascinating and potentially exotic are ship locals. The
ultimate has to be the famous 1847 “Lady MclLeod” issue of David Bryce’s Trinidad post. A decent pen canceled
example will cost you around $15,000.00, and one on cover will start around $50,000.00.

Those of Captain Robert Todd’s and later mail services from 1864 to 1870 —which operated along a vaguely
triangular routc from St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands to La Guaira / Caracas in Venezuela, to Pucrto Cabello in
Venezuela and Curacao, and thence to back to St. Thomas —make an eminently possible collecting specialty. These
stamps are scarce, but most of them are not hopelessly so, and they’re fairly affordable. Many are less than $100.00
(especially the most interesting issues) and the rarest cost around $2,500.00, wuch less if faulty but decent looking..

Captain Robert Todd won his mail contract from the Venezuelan government in November 1863 and immedi-
ately ordered both a new steam sailboat, which he named Robert Todd, from Liverpool and postage stamps from
Watetlow & Sons, London. The service ran its roughly triangular route twice per month. Todd set the charge for
letters at 2 reales per half
ounce. The half real de-
nomination may have been
intended for printed matter.

In July 1867, Todd sold Sttt
his ship and the mail con- '
tract to Jesurun & Zoon of

Jacksonvila

Curacao. Jesurun & Zoon
continued to use Todd’s
stamps until 1869, when
they finally obtained their
own stamps from Waterlow
& Sons for letter mail and
the centavos issues from
Feliz Rasco in Caracas for
use on printed matter.

Jesurun & Zoon con-
tinued the contract mail ser-
vice along the route until
May 1870, when the revo-
lutionary government of
Guzman Blanco seized
their steam schooner.

Caribbean Ocean showing Curagao, Puerto Cabello, La Guaira, Caracasand St. Thomas
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NOTE: This annotated catalog is based on The Private Ship Ietter Stamps of
the World, Part 1: The Caribbean by S.Ringstrom and H.E. Tester (1976). Prices
are in U.S. dollars fot sound, very fine examples (December 2006).

THE REAL ISSUES

July 1864. [ithggraphed by Waterlow & Sans, London. Perforated 13. Papermatkers
watermark, ‘T H Sannders” in donbie line letters appears on sonse edge-of-sheet stanmps,
otherwise mmwatermardked wove paper. Uhe stamps were color-coded as noted betow becanse
the real was worth 25-30% more in St. Thomas than it was in the VVenezuelan ports.,

#1 MEDIO REAL rose, for use from the
For use at La Guaira, Caracas and Puerto Cabello on letters to St. Thomas Venezuelan ports to St. Thomas.

1 “MEDIO REAL” (Y% real) red or rose......cceiies 55.00 .. 10000
a with part watermark ..o svtAbE s TALE
b imperforate .............. vy BATEs .. fare
2 “DOS REALES” (2 fcalcs) grccn or )L ow grtcn 55 00.. 65.00
a with part watermark .. e =2 SHEAreT sxtate
b itperforate s A v T ATE

For use at St. Thomas on letters to La Guaira, Caracas and Puerto Cabello

3 “MEDIO REAL” (V2 real) bluish gray .. e D000, .o, 350.00
a with part watermark ............. PTG i O £ L
b imperforate ............. sissasse s EALE v TATE
4 “DOS REALES” (2 rcalcs) orangc 3cllow .............. 40.00........... 240.00
a with part watermark ............ a PALS SRR Tare
b imperforate asannnanmnmnaimmiiesaia APS sasne TATe #2 DOS REALES green, for use from the

Venezuelan ports to St. Thomas.
FORGERIES: There are four known types of forgeries of the Waterlow Real issues.

The first, probably by the Spiro Brothers of Hanibrrg, show an exitra line between the
framelines and the perforations, bear an exitra mast on the stern of the steamboat, show
the top of the “S” in “TOMAS" a5 concare, and have a white space under the ship, not
lines denoting waves, The second type, of unknown mansfacture, show an exira frame line
wnder the perforations, show very thin letters in the denomination, and show the bowsprit
of the steamship not towching the right frame. The third type, also of unknown manufac-
tire, has a short tail on the "0 of “PAQUETE,” shows a horizental serif on the
msmber “17 in the upper left corner, and bas no flag on the rear mast. The fourth type,
also of unknown manufacture — only of the V2 reale — is totally erude and looks
nothing like the penuine stamps illustrated bere.

October 1864. Iacal printings of the Waterlow design. Lithographed by Felix: Rasco,
Caracas, Veneziela.

#3 MEDIO REAL bluish gray, for use only
Stone I: “PAQUETE" shows taif on "Q" DOS REALLES: tere is no dot in the from St. Thoinas

Joresail,
Rouletted parallel lines at 45° angle

5 “MEDIO REAL” (V2 real) rose.. ceeeenenenen 450,00 .......... 450.00
6 “DOS REALES” (2 reales) olive grccn wrn 600,00 ............ 600,00

Saw tooth roulettes

7 “MEDIO REAL” (‘/z rcal)

a4 TOSC e rreerereresnserernsenerenreneeneres 128,00 .. 100,00
b red .. 12500, .. 100,00
¢ pale red...... .. 125.00........... 100.00
8 “DOS RLALLS” (2 reales)
2 olive green e 130,00 150000
b yellow grcm SRR s 9000 s 12500 #4 DOS REALES orange yellow, for use only
¢ decp precnunmiminnmniisnnanin L T00Dhmene 12500 from St. Thomas.
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Stone II: “PAQUETE” withont tail on Q" DOS RIEALES: there is a dot in the
foresail.

9 “MEDIO REAL” ('zz rcal)

b pale red.. 5
10 “MEDIO RLAI,” (‘/ rcal) bluc
11 “MEDIO REAL” (V2 real) blue, stone HI

“REAL” partially doubled ....... . 50.00............ 250.00
12 “DOS REALES” (2 reﬂ]es)
2 DEEICEICED. o mmisn s 200 150,00

.125.00
sz T Ol sesneen 12500
.. 500.00

...vrare

350.00

b bluish green ..

¢ grayish green ..

d quadrisected on ple(,e

¢ bisected on piece ...........
12X“DOS REALES” (2 rcalcs gold(‘n ‘,cllow

o 500,00 e

NOTE: The guadrisected and bisected stamps were the result of a stamp shortage at
La Guaira in 1866. A quadrisecled stamp served as a 2 reales stamp. The bisected
stamips paid the postage on double-rate letters.

1866-1867. Later printings from worn stones.

MEDIO REAL: a/f of the weak lines in the ship are missing, and there are few lines
wn sea and few to no dowds, “REAL” shows signs of doubling (stone ITI).

DOS REALES: all of the weak lines in the ship are nissing, and there are few lines
i sea and few to no clonds. °S” in “SAN" looks like an ©8.”

13 “MEDIO REAL” ( 2 real)

a vermilion .. 4000 ..............vrare

b red .. 75.00 .ov.rare

¢ palered..... w1900 L Verare
14 “MEDIO RE\L” (‘/’z rcal

a deep blue... . 45.00.. . V.rare

b paleblue .. RRARNRTNSORS . 1-1 | |9 .. V.rare
15 “DOS REAI F‘u” (9 rLalLs}

a olive green .. sl DM s A re

b yellow grc.c_n ST 00,1 IS, v.rare
16 “DOS REALES” 2 reales}

a olive brown (shades).... b o 45.00..cuccunre virare

b cliveyellow (shadeslsanmmnmmnesresnnedDi00smasadviare

NOTE: [t i5 advisable to purchase used reprints from worn plates only with a cerfificate
of anthenticity.

FORGERIES: There do not seem to be any forgeries of the sawtooth romleite focal
print stamps.

:Iecmum @

#8b DOS REALES yellow green with sawtooth
roulettes.

#15b DOS REALES yellow green reprint strip
of four. Compare with 8b above to note worn
details.
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JESERUN ISSUES — CURACAO

1869. Iithographed by Wateriow & Sons, London, and issued by [ A, Jeserun & Zoon,
Curagao (bence the initials below the ship). The design of the issued stamps shows 15
scallgps outside the framelines at top and bottonr and 17 scallops at sides.

FIRST PRINTINGS: Fine impressions with fine perforations.

17 “MEDIO REAL” (V5 real) green
. line perforated 122 % 12V s ammnz:
b line perforated 11%2x 11%2.. i
¢ line perforated 12%2 X 112 i, Wi
18 “DOS REALES” (2 reales) red,
line perforated 122 x 125 rcsrircncsneniisirnnennnns 80.00 ... 325,00

.. 225.00
.. V.rare
.. X.rare

SECOND PRINTINGS: perforated 10 x 10.

19 “MEDIO REAL” (V2 real) green, blurred print..... 60.00........... 175.00
20 “DOS REALES” (2 reales)
d despited SHOBPAHE,. .. om0 o GOO0
b: red, blurred print soanennaaniaiiasin 7500000 160.00

NOTE: [ is adpisable to pirchase nsed perforated 10 x 10 stamps only with a certifi-
cale of authentficty.

1876 REPRINTS: Probably printed by Waterlow & Sons. Pale colors on white paper
with thin, transparent gum. Al are perforated 15 x 15,

19X “MEDIO REAL” (Y2 real) pale green o VIFATE covvivesssenis —
20X DOS REALES” (2 reales) pale ted s viare s —

NOTE: Since it is possible 1o reperforate perforated 10 x 10 stamps with gauge 15 and
still leave believable margins, it is advisable to parchase the reprints only with a certificate
of anthenticity.

FORGERIES: There are a bunch of different forgeries in varying perforations. But
none show 15 scallops at top and bottom and 17 seallops at sides. Sometimes one will
enconnter a genwine stamp which has had its perforations removed fo make a plansible
apppearing imperforate stamp. But none of the Jesurun issues are known imperforate.
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#20, perforated 10 x 10, bearingindistina
Caracas cancellation.

Genuine #1 7 bearing genuine “CORREOS /
LA GUAIRA.” town mark. Perforations have
been dipped. This stamp could be convindngly
reperforated 15 x 15, thus seeming to be a very
rareused 1876 reprint #19X.




NUMERAL ISSUES — LA GUAIRA

18702 Probably lithographed by Felire Rasco, Caracas, VVenezuela. Sawtooth ronlettes as
with numbers 7-16.

DESIGN: four panels — reading, clackwise from top “PAQUETE" “SAN
TOMAS” “[Denomination spelled out]” and ‘1.1 GUAIRA" — surrounding the
numieral of value decorated with arabesques in a central paned.

21 “Un centavo” with numeral “1” orange yellow ... x.rare. ... —
22 “Medio real” with numeral “/7” yellow green .......xrare e, —
23 “DOS reales” with numeral “2” rose.. g
24 “DOS reales” with numeral “2” dark bluc

NOTE: One aapy of the 2 reales rose is known tied by indéstinet blue fown cancel to a
portisi of a rewspaper:

FORGERIES: Nowe nofed.

Jos

Images of the numeral issue kindly supplied
by Roberto Albanez, Jr., and are used here
with his permission.
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CENTAVOS ISSUES — CARACAS
INTENDED FOR PRINTED MATTER

1864 and 1868-1869. Probably lithopraphed by Felixc Raseo, Caracas, Venezuela.
Lperforate on thin, poor guality paper.

1864 FIRST PRINTINGS: Sheets of 24 (4 across by 6 down).

Y2 CENTAVO STONE I: Cutting lines vutside the onter [ramelines between the
stamps frequently are irvegular and/ or show doubling. 24 different transfer types.

25 “V2 Centavo™ intense black on dead white paper. 350.00 ..........oeee. —

Y2 CENTAVO STONE IL: Uertical cutting lines ave coarse bt without doubling,
horizontal cutting lines show pariial doubling. 4 different transfer types.

26 %> Centavo” black to gray black on white paper 150.00........ 1,200.00

1 CENTAVO STONE I: Madke from transfer of V2 centavo stane I with numeral
“17 transferred in place of V2" 24 transfer fypes. Al positions show lines across
nunieral of vatue. Position 19 shows numeral drawn in by hand. 1t is withont horizontal
lines i the numeral and the horizontal lnes immediately arouid the numeral have been
erased.

27 “1 Centavo” black on pmk paper .. s 00 sy e soass FATE
var: position 19 .. R A e S

1 CENTAVO STONE II: Made from transfer of 'z centave stone 1. 24 transfer
types. Each numeral “1” shows tHiree dots within, arvanged vertically. No borizontal lines
across f?ﬁn’”l“."tlf‘!?}r F{H;’ﬂ’.

28 “1 Centavo” black on pink paper ... 350.00 ... 1,200.00

1 CENTAVO STONE II1: 4 fransfer types. There are no horizontal lines through
nor dots in sumeral of value. Horizontal lines around nuneral of value either touch or
are very close to the rinmeral.

29 *1 Centavo” black on pink paper ....ceciienen. 125,00 ..., 1,000.00

2 CENTAVOS STONE 1: 4 fransfer types. No lines acrass figure of value. As the
2 centaros fransfers were made from a tranifer of the V> centavo design, the denomination
i exgpressed as "2 Centaro” (singilar).

30 “2 Centavo” black to gray black on green paper . 125.00........ 1,200.00

3 CENTAVOS STONE I: 4 fransfer hypes. No lines across fizure of value. As the
3 centaves transfers were made from a transfer of the Yz centavo design, the denomination
is expressed as '3 Centave” (singitlar).

31 3 Centavo” black on orange yellow paper.......... 125.00 ........ 1,200.00
4 CENTAVOS STONE I: 4 tranifer types. No lines across fjgure of value. As the

4 centavos transfers were made from a transfer of the 'z centavo design, the denomination
ir expressed as 4 Centave” (singilar).
32 “4 Centavo” black to gray black on blue paper

a intense black on blue... e .. 125.00........ 1,200.00
b gray black on blue....cviiisviiisnniinnns 130,00 i, rare
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#26 2 centavo stone I1, transfer type ITI, bladk
on white paper.

5 PACKET. B

#29 1 centavo, stone I11, transfer type 11, bladk
on pink paper.

#30 2 centavo, stone I, transfer type IV, black
on green papet.




1868-1869 SECOND PRINTINGS: Paper colors changed. Sheets of 25 (5 across
by 5 domwn). Al denimrinations show lines across numeral of value. As with the first
printings, the 2 throngh 4 centaves values show “Centave” in the singular. 5 tranifer hpes
of the Ve and 1 centavo; 4 transfer hpe of the 2 through 4 centaos.

33 2 Centavo” black on grayish yellow paper ...... 1,000.00.............. x.rare
34 “1 Centavo” black on purple paper ....... 110325 005 1575000
35 “2 Centavo” black on blue paper ........ ... 325.00

36 3 Centavo” black on brownish orang;ia-;i;'r .. 1,100.00
37 “4 Centavo” black on green paper .....ooouervnnen. 4,000.00

FORGERIES: Forgeries of the Centava issues are not particularly dangerons. Below
I show an example. No forgeries show these consistent features of all gennine Centavos
irsHes:

1. There is a vertical stroke of color on the horizontal bar of “1." of 1.4 GUAIRA" #32 4 entavo, stone, transfer type I11, gray
bladk on blue paper.
2. Nearly all the borizontal shading lines continne acrass the vertical colorless line at

right to touch the right “P™' CABELLO" fablel.

“EACSIMILES”: Photographic facsimiles of full sheets (24 or 25) printed via offser
lithagrapliy were produced in 1976 of numbers 29, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36. These should
Jool o one, as they are balf-tone images comprised of dots. Below is an excaniple.

#32 4 centavo, stone I, transfer type IV, bladk
on blue paper.

A typical wretched forgery of “Facsimile” of the 4 centavo showing
the 1 centavo ooarse half-tone dots.
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