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INTRODUCTION

The fall of Damazceus on Seplomber 30 ended whal may
he termed the Hejau atage ol the Arab revolt, and made
the moment appear opportune for the publication of thesc
notes of & mmor episode in that movement—the replacement
of the Oifoman postage stamps. The notes were compiled
in response fo numerous enguiries for defailed information
frorn those who assizted or had oceasion for special interest,
and the publicafion iz confined o a amall aedition for those
so sifuated and for official record. A ltmifed number of copies
in reserved for Nafional War Musenms and National Libraries,

Should sufficient applications be raceived during the next
eighteen months, a limifed re-issus is contemplated for public
sale at five Ieyptian pounds a copy.

It is desired to take this opporfunity to express the
obligation due fio all thosa whe gave assistance or counsel,
in partienlar to Ll Emir “Awrnms of the Northern Armies of
Hizs Highness the King of the Hejaz, at whose suggestion
the work was nndertalten, and fo whose critical acumen fthe
success met with must latgely be ascribed.

While the publication has been in the press hostilities
have ceaged between the Entente Powera and Tmrkey, It s
therefors desired to add that the notes appear as written
during the war and sre to be regarded as purely of historic
mterest.

The decoration of thia volume has been taken from troly
Arabesque sources with only sufficient adaptation to render
the designs suitable for reproduction in monochrome on 2
redaced scale,

SURVEY 0r Hevyer.
Movember, 1915,
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POSTAGE STAMP ISSUE
FOR THE HEJAZ

N Junc 1816, H.E., the (rand  Sherif of Mecea,* having
declared Dhis independence of Ottoman dominion and
raizsed the standard of independence, could no longer continue
ta use the Ottoman postage stamps previously cartent in the
Hejaz. Accordingly, in the middle of July, the Arab Burean
made enquiries of the Burvey of Kgypt as to the possibilities
of producing a eeries of postage stamps for nse in the Flejax,
In the Rast, the issuing of postage stamps and the striling
of coing heing high atiributes of sovereignty, it was Tecagnized
that the asswmption of either wonld go far to help to estah-
hsh belief in the reality and permanence of llis Highness's
repudiation of Ottoman dominion. The stnking of coins n
1Tis Highness's name was for the time heing impossible, nor,
restricted ag they would be to intermal circulafion, wonld coins
have heen as useful evidence of independence and soversign
power to the world at large as postage stamps, which, at
the time of the appreoaching pilgrimage, would be forwarded
on letters from Mecca to therr own countries by the failthful
of all Islamic peoples not actually subject to Turkey.
The Barvey had not previously had occasion to produce
postage stamps, but the resources of modern photo-process

“ Now His Highness Husgein, Hmir sl Bheril of Muecs sl King of the Tegas.
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Postage Stamps

work and offset lithography are great, and no infrinsc
dificulty was expected whick eould not, with the aid of the
Government U'ress, be overcome by suitable improvisation.
in anticipation, two sufficiently serious obstaules presented
themselves : (1) the lack of snitable stamp paper; and (2)
the lack of suitable stamp inks. Design and reproduction
were not expected (o present any diffienlties that eould not
be surmounted.

Curiously encugh, the stage in whieh veal difficulty hLas
been oxpevienced i producing a good postage stamp without
special ingtallation, wiz., perforation along the junctions of
the stamps, was the only one not gufficiently considered in
the brief telephonic conversation which initiated the worlk.

Before proceeding to a discussion of the design of the
stemnps, 1t may be advisable to consider brielly hera the less
interesting but technically ifwmportant questioms of paper, ink,
and perforalion,

Parwn.

It 18 & usual, bub nob invariable, practive [or stamps to
carry a watermark; 1t was, however, obvious that, ab least
for flie early i1ssues, this precantion would either have to be
dispensed with, or recourse had to the alternative of an
“all over” wafermarked paper not designed or intended foxr
the purpose m hand. No great importance attaches to the
practice of watermarking postage stamps, for reasons which
will lie given later, and therefore no vegret was felt ov ex-
pressed that the new stamp would not conform in this respect
to the majority of standard issues. It was more miportant,
both for immedite and ultimate requirementis, to obtain
evonomically o paper of suitable composition : (1} to meot tihe
needs of a4 postage stamp’s carveer ; {2) fo provide satisfactory

surfacez to print upon and fo earry the adhesive,
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For the Hejaz

The firgt intention was to test several likely papers in
stock, to seleet that which conformed most nearly to the
specification of the Egyptian Post Office, and, after printing.
to pass the printed sheets to the Government FPress for
gurmmLing,

The Government Press, however, reported that difficulty
had been experienced with its gum, and recompended in-
stead that the stamps should be directly printed on previously
snmmed paper, of which it had a stock of igh guality m
hand for the provision of Censorship labels for resesling
correspotidence.  This suggestion was Immediately given a
trial, and fully vindwated itself. 'The provizion by the
Government Press of this execellent gummed paperf has
proved one of the factore withont which suceess wonld not
have been achieved.

Ir the meantime five reatns of specially watermarked
paper had been ordered {rom a first-class British firm of paper-
malkers, and when the snecess of the previously gummed paper
wad demonstrated, arrangements were made that this water-
marked paper should be transmitted to the firm which snpplied
the gnmmed paper {who are specialists In this work), for
gumming before despatch to Egypt. This paper was not a
success, even the ungummed samples received being far from
satisfactory, as the dimensions were not true to measure and
the watermark destgn {a simple and bold representation of
the Ke'ba) was unduly ragged and variable, The gumming
firm 1eported that the paper took the gnm badly owing to
ite conlaining too much rag, which latter statement was tully
eonfirmed by the Egvplian Guvernment Analyst.

The waste of five reams of watcrmarked puper i muel
to he regrefted, bul is not altogether to be wondered at under

= Deawn up in comnenltation between the Predmzgler-Geseml of Beypb sud the oy erneene

Analyeical Tabarmiory, and Lased oo thag of the Brigsh Goveruvwent.
T Manufactured by Messrs, Sawmuel Funay & 0, Lid,, Lomlon,
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Postage Stamps

the cirenmstances. The firm of paper-makers bas a well-
deserved reputation, and uodertook the work under conditions
ol greal prossure, largely on the representation thal it was
for a purpose of public policy, The order was a small one,
and the paper conid not he economically furned oul excopt
by hand, and it was its very virtues, assessed by ordinary
needs, that rendered it unsuitabls when judged az & medium
fuor carryimg a gum,

The experience, however, 13 not without its lessonz for
sinlar worle 1n the Inture, and these seem to be that the
ordinary specification for a stamp paper lays mndne stress
on the lasting guality of the puper, and nukes msnfficient
provisons for its quality as a gum-carmer.  Wor purely postage
purposes 1t 18 clear that o postage stamp is of ephemeral value,
and the puper of which 18 138 compoused simply requires :
(¢) sufficient toughness to withstand the usual lability to
accidental tearing, and (&) sufficient stability to resist for a
few vears any noticeable deterioralion or dissulovation,

Data are not to hanhd of the normal composition of stamp
papers, but the above constderations, eoupled with the appaz-
ently lasting qualifies of stamp collections, seem to sngmest
that the gquality of paper used for postage stamps is better
than the immediate need reguires; and 1 would be imterest
lng to know whether this is unintentional, or is in conseious
response fo the demands of philately,

WATIRMARK.

It wasz stated ahove that the sbsence of watermark on
the series was not considered s defoct of practical importance,
if even, under present conditions, it can be considered a defect
at all. The expedient of individualizing an issue of postage
stamps by means of o design incorporated in the textture of
the paper, as well az by the colonred surface design, is

4



For the Hejaz

unguestionably sound w prineiple, It has from tiine nnme-
moriul been considered desirable to have two strings to o
bow. It i3, however, desirable that both strings ghall be
reasonably effective, and it 18 on the gronnda that the ordinary
watermark on 3 postige stamp s neflective that its ntdity is
conteated.  The watermarking of paper for the purpose of
mdividualizing is an old practice, and it was the Bank of
England which first adopted the iden us o sateguard for paper
of monetary value, At the present day, opinions differ as to
the value of the expedient in the manufacture of paper
money, but it is 4 cardinal prineiple with the upholders of the
practice that the watermark design shall not be ohscured
by the superficial printmg. A second priveiple that is equally
accepted 1s that the davs when a simple “recessed” water-
mark allorded protection have long mnce passed, and that a
watermark, to be of value, must now be of a complex nature,
built ap of varring gradations of thickness.

The size of a banlenole permits the above conditions to
be observed, that of a postage stamp does not; and the evil
of obscuration by the surfice design in the casze of a postage
stamp 1s ageravated owing to the fact that, ag soon ag it is
affixed for use, it can no longer be viewad by transmitted light,
and the watermsrk becomes permanently obliterated unless
the stamyp is again removed and carefully cleaned,

The cage hardly needs elaboration. If highly complex,
artistic, and clearly displayed watermarks afford doubtful
protection againal counterfeiling in the case of currency notes,
it iz obvionz that the simple, crude, and obseure watermark
which the relatively dimmutive size of postage stamps permils,
can offer no eflective obstacle to the forwer,

PrOTECTION GOF POATAGE STAMES,

fndeed, owing to itz small size and the necessity of cheap
manufretura, tha technica] protection that can be accorded to
a postage stamp is slight.

|



Postage Stamps

While every care should be exercived to endow a
postage stamp with such full meusure of tochnical protection
as 15 economically justified, 1t shonld, nevertheless, be recog-
mzed that the real and essential barriers agninst serious
counterfeiting of postage stamps reside in their nainre and
use, and i the general honesty of fhe public.

Tha mam salegunrds of n postoge-stamp lzsue in reality
are; (1) its essential character of a picforial raceipt—as
distinet [rom a ¢inrency modium; (2} the small value of the
widely used denominations, and the vesfricted vae of the more
valuahle denominafions; (3) the difficulty of lssung appreci.
able guanfities of postage stamps to the public except through
the offieial channel of sale provided by the Post Office.

These factors are to a great extent infer-related, but their
combined effeet 15 to remder stamp forging on a small scale
wnprofifable, and stamp forging on a large scale practicaliy
imposgible, ag the dificulties of issue inereage i a high ratio
with the quantity of the counterfeits to be dizposed of.

The increazsing use of tha adhasive postage stamgy for
other purposes (e.g. tor Old Age Penzions’ receipts in England)
widens the prozpective feld for digposal, and the lesson
suggested by this i3 the desirability of net allowing the field
ol ugo ol any one form of pictomal receipt to grow wide
enough to offer sufficient temptation to the counterfeiter.

The small adhesive denominated form of receipt is too
convenient Lo be resfricted n its use fo any one branch of
public service, but the mere cxtension ol the uwnodifted
postage mtamp o other purposes 13, In pInciple, unsound,
though it is both practically convenient and intrinsically harm-
lesg in the mitial stages of any new demund. Ths aspeot
of the matter is touched on, as it affects the all-lmportant
question of the inviolability of.an issue,
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For the Hejaz

Prizpise Ikks anp CANCELLATION OF POSTAGE STAMES.

'The most cbvious method of defrauding the public m
the present connection lies m the re-ntilization of postage
stamps that have been defaced, and a great deusl of ingenuity
and effort has been expended in frying to achieve a really
cffective mcans of cancellation. The problem can hardly be
said fo have heen safisfactomly solved, but the diffienlties
in the way of the would-be forger, previously enmmerated,
limit the measnre of efficiency required. and the somewhat
crude methods of cancellation generully in foree svent to mect
immediate needs, The desiderstum is o cuncellation that van
be easily and quickly performed, and, onec perforined, camnot
he obliteruted without materially damaging or altering the
appesrsnce of the stamp. The ageney wsually emploved is
heavy hand-stamp curying the postmark w rased letters
this is coated with an oil carbon ink by appheation to s pad,
and then impressed on the stamp with a sharp heavy blow,
so 43 to drive the curbon imk well into the pigment of the
surface picture.

The printing mks cmployed for stamp work should be
of a * Ingitive ¥ character, that is to say, thev should be
altered by the action of any chemical re-agents employed to
vemove bhe carbon cancellalion mnk, Carbon is emploved as
being chemically very stable, cheap and resdily obtainable,
ad ws formunp w bold, noticeable postmark. The leavy
metal-faced stamp is used so ag to abrade the swlace of
the stamp and drive the carbon well into the body of the
tugifive piginent, s0 as fo render subsequent separation as
difficult as possible,

Lock of smtable printing ink was, as explaived ecarlier,
one of the mmediate difficultics antieipated in the preparation
of the fist issne, Fortunately, from the recorded analyses of

=

i



Postage Stamps

the inks stocked for map worlk, it was possible Lo sclect a
fairly smtable blue for the first edition of the one-plastre
stamp, and this was subsequently matched from Kngland.
Samples of suitable inks in other colours were cabled for, and
the ouly real diﬁi-:}ulty expericriced was mitial objection on
the part of DIintish firms to supply shades other than those
emiployed in the current Dritish stamp issues, although 1t was
particularly desired, at least in the earlier issues, fo depart
from these.

PERFORATION,

Perloration should, sinvieily speaking, he adjosted to ault
both the strength of the paper used and the size of the stamp,
With regard to the former there 13 plenty of lafitude, and, in
general practice, about sixty to seventy per cent of the paper
1= punched away along the intended line of mimmuom strength.
Strigh adjustment o suil the size of the stamp is, on Lhe other
hand, cssential if a worlananlilke appearance 18 1o be secured,
aud 1f the stamps are to tear evenly. Il-is also nceessary that
co-ordination zhall be obtained between the two sets of inberseet-
iny rows, so that there shall always be a perloralion vommorn
to every pair ol inlerseeting rows al the point of junction.
With the perforating machines available in Bgypt this could
not be arranged, as these were merely designed to give a
ateaight run of holes, and the serics of indersceling lines al
right angles were independent and unco-ordinated and, there-
fore, the perforations intersected cach other ivpegularly, Tader
o, ** rouletting ~ or weekening the paper along the desired
lines of cleavage by means of letterpress rules was resovted to,
Thiz gives a very much better appearance to the sheet and
avoids the tendengy to exaggerate the perforation al the
stump corners, but the appearance of a detached atamp leaves

8



For lhe Hejaz

much to be desived. Sl later, zig-zag roulefting was adopted,
which somewhat Improves the appearance of the detached
atamp.  Theze methods were very laborious, and could only
be utilized as emergency meagures for limited 1ssues. Under
normal conditions, resort to a suitable perforating machine
provides the remedy.

CoNTRon NuMeER oF HEEPRINTE.

In order that varions reprnts of the stamps might readily
be identified, each rveprint iz differentiated by means of a.
succeseive letter of the Arabic alphabet, followed hy tha
significanf figures of the Gregoman year in Arabic charac-
ters, separated from the letter by a hyphen. The wheole 13
encloged by a cartouche-shaped line, e.g.

The control numbers are printed on the left-hand hottom
marpin of each sheet of fifty stamps. A detailed list of these,
together with quantity of each reprint, i8 appended,

DesianN,

The basic idea of the desirm supgested was that of a
central panel carrying the words: a5 580 Makka el Mukarraing
(Sacred or Honourable Mecca*), the Ilejira dafe of the isune,
and the value, It was fyrther initially ruded that the stamp
(for only one was onginally suggested) should be either in
bright green or bright red, these being the colours of H.E.
the Grand Shernf of Mecea. The value for the moment was
Ielt undecided, but for purposes of preliminary design the
words Qirsh Sdgh (one pinstre) were inserted.

The evolution of the designs 13 betler followed by
reforenice to Plate 1. Preliminary designs and modifications

* The epithetinvariably aceomapanizs the name.

9



Postage Stamps

were throughout presented in the form of blue photographic
prints, and the stages of design ave, with specified exceptions,
put forward in the same dress as they wore when being
considered.

Plate I shows the growth of thiz preliminary conception.

Figs. 1 and 3 consist of a plain oblong panel, with Mejira
date and the agsumed value inserled allernatively top and
bottom. The ornament is conventional, and simply used to
All up epaccs otherwise left blank,

Fig. 5 shows the corners of the central panel truncated
and roses inserted in 1;01) COTNOTR,

Tigs. 2, 4, and 6 are merely reversala of 1, 3, and 5, and
were put forward to show the radical alteration in effect that
can be obtained by this :imple device.

Fig. 7 shows an attempt at & curved variation from Lhe
ﬁtraight-cd_gcd pancl, which, it was decided, was too florid.

Fig. & shows a return to the square panel, the insertion
of the words 4 jle ie., Bisio Hepiziye (Hejazi Post), and
the relegation of the date (in duplicate} to the side panels.

Fig. 9 was the basis finally selocted to work wpon.
Plate J1 shows tha working-up of this basis. Tn this stage
the wording : & 3l& A, (Bdste flejdziyn) gives way to the
purer Arabie, o\ &, (Hadid Hejdzd) ; richor detail, drawn
from original Arabie sourees, is substituted for the previons
omament ; altornative corner roses, alternative backgrounds
to the minm sctipt, and alternafive styles of writing for the
central Ingeription, are all tried. :

Plate IIT illustrates the cholce of the walue of the
first stamp issued, and of the final building-up of its design.
As montioned earlier, it wos desired that the single stamp
originally ssked for should be cither bright red or bright
groen. It was now pomted out that as regards the two more
commonly wsed Huwropean denominations ({corresponding to

10



For the Hejaz

the British penny and twopcence-halipenny) there was an
international convention as Vo colouring, and as 1l was
naturally desirable Lhat the =tampsz should conform to
universal wsage, it was recommended that denominslions of
these two usefnl values should be issucd jn these colours.
This was st once concurred in, and the design so Iar evolved
was now put forward i three forms as a design either for a
hali-piastre sfump (u’" ‘ ._,n',.,m) m red, or lor a one-pastro
stamp m blue.

Figs. 16, 17, and. 18 show Ghe design (@) divect, {b) reversed,
and {¢) with panel alone reversed, adapled for the hali-piastre
denominution.

Figs, 13, 20, and 21 show the same three variations
atdapted for the one-plaalee value; TFigs. 22, 23, and 24 show
the previvus thiee modifications with an aliernalive style of
writing which, of vourse, was cqually available for the lower
denomination. ;

Choice foll upon the one-plastro value and the varmation
illugtratod in g, 24; this was {hen carefully redrawn and
appears in its proper colour in Ilig. 25,

For purposes of comparison of colouring, Figs. 16, 17, and
18 are also given in their appropriate colour. '

The main portion of the omament of this design is taken
from the delails of an ancient prayer-niche in the Mosque of
El "Amrl al Qs, in Upper Hgypt. The binding together of
the design has bheen taken from varieus sources, all being
purely Arabic,

Half-Piastre.

The first demgn having been adopied [or (he piastré
atamp, it was now necessary to proceed with a design for the
hali-pnastre,

The basic idea of a central panel with the words:
LSV (Mubka ol Mukarrama) was retained in this and other

11



Postage Stamps

denominations as the characteristic of the issue, Three pre-
liminary ideas were ilhustealed in Figs. 26, 27, and 28 {Plate 1Y),
that shown in Fig. 27 being sclected.

There was a cevbain fatness aboub the design, and various
expedients, exemplified in Figs, 20 to 32, were resorted to with
the abject of introducing a greater degree of defnition with-
ont unpleasant boldness, It was thought that the modification
shown in Fig. 31 achieved this, and it was gubmitted with the
three varieties of script ilhztrated in Figs. 33, 34, and 35
(Plute ¥).  The last mentioned was selected, snd Fig, 36
shows the design as redrawn und approved,

The detuil of this design huas been taken from the last page
of u Qurdr 1n the Moesque of Kl Sultin Burgig {(XIVth
century), Bhor’ Nuhhisin, Cairo,

Furtiicr  DENOMINATIONS.
Chuartar Piastye,

Bemands for further denominations were in due course
received, wiz., a quarter-piastre, eighth of u piastre, two
plagtres, and tax stamps of a half, one, and two piastres.
The buasiz of the design for the guarter-piastre stamp was
that rejected for the previous stamp, illustrated in Tig. 26,
and again in Fig, 37 (Plate VT).

The main criticism  directed against the design as
submitted was that its appearance parteok too much of the
appearance of woodwork, There were also ofher objections
callmg for radical medification.

Kigs. 88 fo 42 were the earlier resuits of attempts to
remove these objections, but none of these was felt fo be
satisfactory, the earlier rigidity of framework having given
place to one that was locse and dlugical. The framework
was accordingly modified so as to be structurally reasenable,
and the results are depleted with different styles of wrfing
and varying medifications of background i Figs, 43 to 46

12



Ffor the Hejaz

{Plate VIT); of these the last mentioned was selected, and ia
ghown in Fig. 47 as redrawn and approved.

The basis of the design was adopted from the carved
panels on the prineipal door of the Mosque of Bl Sdlih Taldyi®,
Shart’ Qasabet Radwan, Caire (XTIth century).

Eighth o} o Piasive.

The mitial suggestion of the design for this stamp is
shown in Fig. 48 (Plate VIII), the occtagonal centre being
merely the outcome of the desire (o mainbein this contral
panel throughoul the issue, while varying its shape for each
denomination. The imifia]l suggesiion 15 erude, bul was con-
gidercd of suffeient poteniial merit to be aceepled. The
chief eriticisms that snggested themselves at Lhis slage were:
(1) thai the octagon should be regular; (2) that it should be
poised on an angle instead of a side; {3) that the inscriptions
of counlry of origin and walue are too prominent; (4) that
the groundwork is too lace-like.

The design was therefore claborated in alfernative ways
to meet these varying objections, the greatest difficulty heing
experienced in satisfactorily conquering the dead fat ap-
pearanca of the original without entirely killing the background
tracery. This end was, at least in great measure, eventunally
achieved, as will be seen, hy giving greater prominence to
the four corners and to the central panel with its wing-like
extengions, while somewhat subduing the contrast between
the underlying fracery and the background proper.

Figs. 49 to 56 show some of the attempts fo achieve the
ends aimed at and the expedients of varying raling, and of
alternative positive and nepative central inseription adopted.

(f these the choice fell upon the vaziation shown in
Fig. 54, which appears in ifg finally selected form in Fig, 57,
the corner pieces of the design having been simplified and the
cenfral inseription rewritten.

13



Poslage Stamps

The orange colour in which this value was eventually

to be printed made this design especially troublesome, on
account of its delicate contrasts m fint,
- The central ormament of the design iz based on a frapment
of & Qurdn desgn from the tomb of Hl Buolidn el Ghiin
(XVIth century), Shari® Kl Ghiri, Cairo. The Arabesque oma-
ment forming the backsround of the design 15 taken from
the stone-carving on the sides of the entrance arch to the
Ministry of Waqfs.

Ore f'ara {(One Fortieth of @ Plasive).

This is a low value stamp, equal to about a quarter of a
farthing in British currency, to be used ay postage for naws-
papers, etc. The degigm was submitted in several variations
as shown i Figs. 74 to 78 (Plate XI).. The combination
as shown m [ig. 78 was considered most sultable. 1t was
redrawn in this form and submitted again with inseniptions m
side pancls shown upon a diagonal and alse upon a vertical
eross ruling, Wiss, 79 and 80, That of Fig. 80, the wverlical
cross ruling, was accepted. I'ig., 81 shows the final stamp.

The main feature of the design i3 that of the stneco
work above one of the entrances to Cairo Railway Htation,

Two-Pinstre St

The snggested design iz shown in Hig, §2 (Plate XII)
and i almost enfirely based upon portions of the first page
of the Gurdn of Kl Sultin Farng, 814 At {1411 a.p.), which
it now In the Cairo Musenm of Arab Art, This desgn was
adopted practically intact.

The continuity of the series is carried on by the use of a
bold c¢eniral panel, but varied in the present mstance by the
Rufie form of lettering, which was frequently employed for
Stre headings and important titles in the Muminated manu-
seripts of the period.

The Kulic vharacters were taken [rom a Qurdn of the

14



For Lhe Hejaz

gune century, but were glightly modified to preserve legihility
on the small seale to which they had to be reduced. '
The finished design 15 shown in Mg 83,

Tax Brayes.
-Twmty Paras (= Half-u-Piastre), One Piustre, and Pwo Prastres,

In the case of these tax stamps, while malntaining the
same-sized stamp, it was decided, in conformity with a- come
wmon practice, to vary the appearance by making the major
axis of the ereet stamp wertical imstead of horizontal as
previously. Az the Burvey was very pressed at the fime, and
as the tax stamps were only miended for use in the interior,
it waz further decided to make one design serve for all three
denominations, placing the value of the stamp very boldly in
the central panel, and mamtaming for the respective values
the same colour shades us on the postuge stamps proper.

While the same desion 13 maintamed n three atamps,
dissimilurity in form 18 secured by varying combinations of
pogitive and negative presentutions of different portions of the
design, as will be scen by reference to Plate [X, on which the
gelected design 1s shown in eight superficial departwres from
the original,

In this way, with an economy of labour in the design,
which is, of course, the portion of the work which requires the
greatest care and judgment, three tux stamps were obtained
difiering radically from the postage stamps proper, and differing
quite disbinebly lrom cach other. DMoreover, v matrix design
is il left, capable of further utilization for additional values
of tax stamps of the same serics, if such be required,

The eight devigne were proved in five different colours,
mz., purple, blee, red, green, and orunge. It was observed at
this stage that each colour had a particular modificution of
the design which smited 1t best. Fig. 60 was selected for the
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two-plastre valne, Vig, 63 for the onepiastre value, and
Fig. 58, with solid panels replaced by mosaie ones, for the
20-para value. New drawings wore then mada of these selected
designs and submitted again in the form shown on Plate X.
Fip. 66 shows the two-piastre valie as submitted. Exception
was taken fo the smallness of the figure Y, both as compared
with the \ and with the ¥+ (parag) of {he amaller denomina-
tion {ef. Figs. 66, 69, and 71). Fig. 67 shows the stamp with
tha figpure Y mada lazger. It was found that the heavy
corners of the central panel gove rmise to difficulties in print-
ing; these were redrawn in a more open atyle, and the stamp
was finally approved m the form shown m Iig. 65.

The one-plastre value was submitted as shown In ¥ig, 49,
and approved except for the panels, which it was suggested
would look better in mosaic style. [t was finally approved as
shown 1n Fig. 70.

The 20-para value was submitted as shown in Fig. 71.
Fig. 72 shows the design strengthened by malong the border
surrounding the three panels solid, I was agreed this was
better, as 1t gave a lftle more weight to the desion., The
figures Y+ were thought to be too large for the lower value,
and the design as shown in Fig, 73, with the Y+ made
smaller, was finally approved.

The idea of the design omgnated from a very old door
with metal ornarments at the main entrunce of El Ashyaf
Barshii, at Shan® el Ashrafiva. Cairo,

Burid Hejizi 13 the mscription in the top pauel; the
bottom one hears the Arabic word Mustakig, and the central
space displays the value m Arabic figures and scrpt.

Dirscussron ox Tak Gexgkral, TYre or THE STAMP,

At this point reference can perhaps be most conveniently
made to some correspondence exchanged with H.H, the Emir

16



For the Hejaz

and Shenf of Mecea and King of the Hejaz, on the question of
the design of the stamps.

The series wag originally initiated in somewhat of a hurry,
#5 has already been explammed. It i1s not, therefore, very
remarlable that, while design was proceeding im Cairo, »
tentative design was also preparad in the ldejaz.  This
latter was received after the first stumpw had been lssued,
and hence tha discussion with His llighness on the cardinal
pomta to be maintained lollowed the gomplelion of the earher
issues instead of preceding them, ag would have been logically
and normzlly the case,

Tranglations of the more important of the letters inter-
changer claarly explain the underlying considerations, and are
more Interesting than a bald résumé of the conclusions would
he, They are aceordingly reproduced. Before reading them,
the tentutive design forwarded by His Highness, which iy
reproduced in Fig. 84, Plate X1I[, shonld be examined. The
building is a mosque on Gebel Abu Qubeis, a hill overlooking
Mecca, A series of the Ottoman postage stamps current at
the time ghould also he consulied,

Letter from H H. The Ewar and Shevif of Mecca,® to the British
Diplomatic Ageat wn Jedda.

“ With grest thanks for Your Excellency's efiorts. [ have
recelved your letter enclosing the poatage stamps. After
submitting them to the Dircctor of the Telegraph and Post
Office m Mecea, he has sont ws the enclosed message to the
writing of which we have agreed.

“With great respcel,
“ The Bherit and Emir of Meces,
“{Signed) Husgin.
“Lw el Qa'de 5, 13847

*The title ® King of the Hejaz™ wms assamed Iater,
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Leiter from the Direclor of the Telegraph und Post Office in Mecen,

“To His MHighness the Sherif of Sacred Mecea and its exalted
Ernir, the Guardian of our blessings, our Master and
the Master of all. May God preserve his greafness!

“The slave presents the postage stamps together with
the letter concermng themn which was handed to your slave.
He has received them. The above-mentioned stamps are
delicate in omament and printing and good in design, only
they do not contam the drawing of Gebel Abn Qubels, and
the inscription of * The Government of the Sherifate of Holy
Mecca and 1ts Dominions’ as was printed on the design
formerly sent. Tf it seems suifable to Your Highness, if the
glorious opinion of the MHashimite™ approves, large quantities
of the stamps should be printed of different prices according
to the list formerly sent to Igypt, so that they may be used
during the Pilgrim Season (if God wills). They should
contain the above-mentioned drawing and there should appear
on them, instead of the words © 1lejaz Postage,” the words,
*BramMps OF TUE GOVERNMENT OF TIE SHERIFATE OF HACRED
Mrcoa axn md Dominions,”

“As for the eolours, which are said to be smted to the
branchas of the Postal Unton, there 18 no harm i this, and in
avery vase the command i3 to him who holds the command,

* The Slave,
“{Signed) "ApD BL QADIR,
“ T ool Qa'd 8, 13347

=4 Mishirm * {2 tha aame ol the Prophet's teile.

18



For the Hcjaz

Memorandum by the Survey of Egypt for HIL The
Shepif and Bmir of Mecea concerning the Stamp
dssue for Hes Dowpnsons, dated 1/10/16,

* The principal objecta kept in view 1n designing the three
series of postage stamps already 1zsned to the order of His

Highners the Bhenf and Emir of Mecca were @ -

“{1) To make it self-evident to the world that the
serics was not o survival or copy of the (fttoman postage
atammpa 1 any form whatsoever, but an entirely new and
independent nationsl issne which had not monlded itself
on thut of any other Government, least of all on that of
the Ottoman Empire.

 {2) That the design should in wording, spirit, and
ornament be, as far as possible, representative and
remumiscent of a purely Arab source and mspiration.

* To achleve these two purposes all existing designz of
postage stamps wers swept aside, and designs never adopted
before for stamps were drawn from beautilul existing specimens
of Arabesgue ornament. These had to be selected with care,
ag the printing of stamps is a delieate operation. ‘Too intricate
a pattern and too many fine lines must. be avoided if a clear
and pleasing Impression is to be obtained, while, on the other
hand, too bold a design looks ¢oarac and rough when placed
upon the small urea of a postage stamp.

“ Pietures and views were intentionally avoided, for these
never formed part of Arab decoration and are foreign to ils
art. For the ssme reason Buropean lettering was, for the
time being, omitted, although it 13, of eourse, nnderstood that
the name of the originating Government and of the value of
the starnp In Buropcan lettering must be added before His
Highness's stamps can, alter the rsturn of peace throughout
the world, take their place muong recognized postal igsnes,
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Postage Stamps

be acknowledged by the Tnternational Postal Unicn, and be
accepted by all nations,

¢« [t 1s, ndeed, perhaps better o prepare for this event
a8 soon as possible, and forthwith give fhe stamps all the
requirernents of international usage, and this is a point upon
which 1 should like the orders of Ilis Iliphmess,

“ When Europesn lettering 1s introduced, 1 would suggest
that 1t be kept to the utmost brevity, so thal il ean he put
near the margin and mterfere as little as possible with the
main design of the stamps. The words * Hejaz (Government
Postage ' along the top margin of the stamp, and the value,
*One Piastre,” * Half-Piastre,” ° Quarter-Piagtre” {or whait-~
ever it may be), in the middle of the bottom margin, ought
to be fhe most that shonld appear, if the Arabic character
of the stamp i1s to be preserved. Turopean lettering takes
up mare space than Arable and, of course, it cannot in the
same happy way be mado to conform to, and be embodied
with, the design.

“ His Highness's tetter, dated Zu ¢l Qa'da 5, und the inter-
esting note of the Director of Lhe Telegrapl and Post Office in
Mecen, were reccived too late Lo allow of any modification in
the wording or design of the stamps if they were to be issuod
in time for the pilgrimage; but it Las been possible to alter
the wording on the covers of the books in which the stamp
gheels are hound, in accordance with His Highness’s wishes.

“ Mr. Ronald Storrs* also forwarded me the design sent by
His Highness for trial, » copy of which I c¢nclose. It 1s o very
nice-looking design, and if a good photograph of Gebel Abu
Qubeis were supplied to me 1 could readily get » beautiful
stamp mada trom if.

* | would, however, point out to 1llis Highness that,
beantiful as the stamp would be, it would nonc the less in
the eyes of the world be an obvlous copy ol the Otboman

* Novr Colens] 8toces, 230G, Military Governor of Jerasalar.
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postage stamps, which all consist, in exactly the same manner,
of a central panel contaiming a view, and a surrounding border
bearing the necessary postal inscription in Arabie leitering
and in French,

« If His Highness desires a series of stamps of the Ottoman
type, there wall be no difficulty in making him these, i he will
let me have a good set of photegraphs ol the places he would
lilze portrayed thercon, and I will most gladly carry out his
wishes.

“1 would, however, submit [or Hiz Highness’s careful
consideration that these postage stamps will be Tis Tighness's
gilent emissarics and messengers; firsily, to all Islamie nations
who are not subject to the Oltoman Turk; and sccondly, to all
nations of Lhe entire world who are not Lthe vassals of Germany.
Much w2ll be read and deduced from the chareter and
appearance of the stamps by thoze wha will receive theni, and
1t would seem a pity if so rich an oppertunity of emphasizing
the national Arabie character of Tlis TTighness™s rle were not
reaped to the uttermost.”

Letter dufed Zu el Higgn 253, 1334 (Ocfober 23, 1916), from s
Ewcellency the Minster of Foreign Affairs for fhe
Sherifian Government fo the British Iiplumaiie Agent
af Jedda.

“We lave decided to accept the first issne of stamps,
namely, that with © Mecea el Mukarrama ™ in the middle of
the stamp, and not to have the kind with * Gebel Qubels,” and
Lhus then should be printed ol the above kind up to the value
of £1,000 of different values un the attached lisf,

“ With the hest of thanks.

“ (Nzgred) "ABDALLA,
“ Manister of Foreign Affairs.”
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Hignerr Varges ayo DeEmann ror STAMER ¥0OR
OrnEr PURPOSES,

Coupled with the demand for increased numbers of postage
stamps which followed the last letter came also requests for a
great many varieties of stamps for judicial and admimstrative
feos,  As these were a matter of interior concern only, and as
ligypt and other ecuntries have found it not meonvenient to
adopt other forms of receipt for these purpases, 16 was felt that
this aspect of the work should he mwore properly postponed
till atter the war, or at least should be entirely subordinated
tn work of a military, naval, or polifical value.

At fhe same fime it was thought that, ss opportunity
offered, designs might be roughed out for some higher
denominations in case thesp were nltimately required.

In designing these higher valnos it ia felf that consideration
should be paid to Tlis 1lighness’s evident wishes to Inelude views
or other piclorial representaiions on the stamps. The earlier
issnes have now achieved their political objeel very successiully,
and have been a material faetor in emrying heliel into all
Islamic countries, not subjeet o Turkey, that the indepen-
dence of Tis Mighness 1y indeed an established faet.

It the bhigher values eonform more pearly Lo their
Oitoman protolypes, no misunderstanding can now resull,

Buok inilinl designs appear in Figs. 85, 86. and 87,
Plaic XE[, Two of the views shown represent the courtyard
of the Grand Mosque at Mecca containing the Ka'ba, ond
the third Gebel Abu Qubeis, taken from a photograph sapplied
by Hiz Highness.

E.M D
Winter, 1917,
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