
THE FIRST ISSUE OF JAIPUR 

Purpose: 11lis traditional exhibit displays an in-depth 
study of the various printings of the 1904 Provisional litho­
graph issue of Jaipur that was produced locally while the 

tare awaired receipt of postage stamps from Perkins Bacon. 

Backgro u nd : J aipur was a Princely State (sovereign enti-
of India during the British rule that was not directly 

go. emed by the British, but rather by a local ruler under a 
form of indirect rule, subject to a subsidiary alliance and 
the suzerainty or paramoumcy of the British Crown) of 
India from 1128 co 7 April 1949 when it became part of 
pre em da Rajasthan State. Jaipur was one of the larger 
Prince! tares in India with an area of 15,601 square 
miles (1931) and a population of 2,631,775 (1931). 

Philatelic Background: The State run postal system 
("Raj Dak" meaning "State Post") was started in 1773 
A.D. Raj Dak (State Post). The Imperial (British-India) 
Po t also operated post-offices within the State of Jaipur. 

Fol ov·:ing in the footsteps of other nearby Princely 
tares such· as Alwa.r & Bundi, Jaipur decided w issue 

postage stamps in 1904. An order was placed with Perkins 
Bacon, England for stamps in the denomination of Yi an­
na in blue, 1 anna in red and 2 annas in green. Rather th�10 
waiting for the arrival of these stamps from England the 
State decided to produce provisional stamps Jocall . set of 
Lithographic stones ·with 12 scamps v ere produced for �ill 
three denominations. The Yi anna stone aw me most du 
(Yz anna being me rate for a single \ eight lener). The Yi an­
na tone ( wne IA), shorrl after beina put to e, ha ro b0 
extensivel re-drnv o Crone IB). 'horc: thereafter, th 1/:? 
anna tone of L w replaced b r a 1 _ anna srone of _4 

(Stone II); which was again replaced by ::iooe: 
stone of 24 (Srone III). 

Each sheet had the munber o� 
printed on the top and all shee 
issued. All issued sheets also m :i. 
number in red on the top right omer. 

Exhibit Layout: 

Value S tone Color 

Y2 anna IA Pal - l i' - b_ Je 

Y2 anna IB Pale blue 

Y2 anna IB 

Y2 anna II Gre -bb 

Y2 anna II Grey-blc1 

Y2 anna II 

Y2 anna II luamarine 

Y2 anna II luamarine 

Yi anna II c�een�sh-b1J 

Y2 anna III Pale blue 

Yi anna III Deep blue 

1 anna 

l anna 

2 anna 

2 anna 
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Regisrered inrernal homemade cover franked \ im all r.hree denomina::io - o_ J:lipur«s :irs 
(Srnne III) + 1 anna pale red + 2 anna pale green making up me 3Y2 anna rare 112 a:::r:a riosr:;,g :or le:Te.:-s ,.,.�·:� · 

under 14 rob+ 3 annas Rcgisrr�uion fee) wirh boxed regisrrarion srrike on me obverse. 
Less than 6 such three denomination covers of the fuse issue·have been recorded by the exhibitor 



::- :iorcl. · afrer an order was placed wirh Perkins Bacon for rhe supply of postage scamps, Jaipur Srate posral aurhorities 
:::.:::: · 'e ro produce a provisional issue ro carry them over rill rhe arrival of stamps from London. A hand-drawn essay 

- �o u ed; rhe provisional firsr issue scamps ofJaipur were based on the design of this hand drawn essay. 

On pink card- ex. Raja Amar �ath Aral's collection. Unique. 

r camp of Jaipur was nor recognized & properly idenrified rill 2014 (110 years after it was issued) when a 
• , • 0 :•Jeffreys, Batia & Porwal appt'.ared in India Post Vol. 48 which led Sranley Gibbons, in their 2015 cat-

_ Anna 

their lisring of Jaipur's first issue ro include this new discovery (listed in their catalog as le and 1 d). 
- \ e produced from the first Y2 anna lithographic Stone (Stone IA). They were printed in sheets of 12 and 
o h imperforare and with rough perforation 14. The stamps were printed in pale slate-blue with sharp dear 

i- in0 i hing features: The inner white lines are thin an<l in all sheet positions there is a noticeable gap be­
ar the umbrella and the inner frameline; narrow spacing (2- 2.5 mm) between stamps. 

Stone IA 

Proof in black 

Position 9 (R.311) 
Imperf 

Position 6(R2/1) 
Imperf 

Position 5 (Rl/5) 
Rough Perf. 14 

Position 12 (R3/4) 
Imperf 

Pale Slate Blue I 



Stone IB resulted when the original Stone (IA) had to be extensively redrawn; possibly due to excessive · 

sheets of 12, issued both imperforate and with rough perforation 14. Stamps from this priming come in a 
(b) ulrramarine. Distinguishing features: The inner white lines are much thicker and on all positions excep 
of the umbrella has been rai ed o that it touches the inner frameline"; narrow spacing (2 - 2.5 mm) bcrn· n 

I'll Anna Stone IB (a) Pale 

Imperforate examples from tone IB in pale blue were pre iously unrecorded (discovery copies di pla_-

Complece eet in pale blue \\irh - eer number -L.30- in red manuscri t 

Local cover bearing Y2 anna imperf (Srone IB position 2 Rl/2) dared G June 1904. Sranley Gibbons lists the earliesr 
known date for this issue as 14 July 1904. 1his cover predates the date bred by Sranlcy Gibbons. BPA 82,080 
Earliest known cover bearing a Jaipur stamp. Only known cover bearing an imperf example from Stone ill. 

Po ition 9 R' 



Anna Stone IB (b) Ultramarine I 
-camp from Srone IB printed in ultramarine are much scarcer that those printed from the same srone in pale blue. Im­

._rfurat examples from Srnnc IB are scarce in unused condition and previously unrecorded in used condition 
· -o ·ery copy displayed below). 

Comp ere sheer in ukramarine '"irh sheer number -1229- in red manuscripc 

Position 1 (R 1/1) 

Position l 0 (R 3/2) 
Imperf 



Increased demand of the 1h anna denomination and the wear and tear on the previous Stone of 12 (Stone IB) 
duction of a new Stone of 24 stamps. These were issued both imperforate and rough per£ 14. The exhibi�r has 
single rouletted copy - most likely experimental. Stamps from this printing come in three distinct shades of. a 
(b) Ultramarine and (c) Greenish-blue. Distinguishing features: Value in large letters measuring 14.5 -

is always a gap between the words "HALF" and "ANNA"; wide spacing (3 - 4 mm) between stamp . 

l�Anna Stone II 

Complete imperf orate sheer of 24 with original gum. BPA 64,759 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

(a) Grey-blue - lmpc 

Proof 

Position 20 (R 5/4) 



1� Anna 

P · ·on 3 (R 1/3) Position 10 (R 3/2) 

Po ·aon 15 (R 4/3) 

Stone I I  (b) Grey-blue - Perf. 14 j 

Local homemade cover franked with 11.! anna grey-blue perf. 4 (Stone II Pos 2J R6/3). 

Photocopy of obverse 

..., Aug 1904 British India 1/2 anna postal stationery envelope franked on reverse with Jai­
pur 11 anna grey-b c pert. 14 (Stone II position 23 R 6/3) cancdled by Jaipur imaglio 
seal. s:cr.kc from the Scac.c Pose in Jaipur co Bhiwa.ni (in British India). 

l of only 3 combination covers of Jaipur's fuse issue recorded by chc c:xb.ibicor. 



l � Anna Stone II (c) Ultramarine - Imperfl l �Anna Stone I I  (d) Ultramar 

Stamps from Stone II in ultramarine with gum were also Majority of the stamps primed from 
issued imperforate. These are not listed in Stanley Gibbons. blue; only a handful of sheer were prin 

Position 1 (R 1/ 1) Position 15 (R 4/3) Position 15 (R 4/3) 

l�Anna Stone II (e) Ultramarine -

The exhibitor has discovered a rouletted example, most likely an experiment that was never imple e 

Position 15 (R 4/3) 

l�Anna Stone I I  (f) Greeni h-b 
Stamps primed from tone II were also issued in a di tinct shade of greenish-blue. 

I �\i'.��\(, K��1 
, • 1 ( �--. 

� / 

18 July 1904 homemade cover franked with British India King Edward VII Y2 
anna stamp additionally franked on reverse with Jaipur Y2 anna greenish-blue perf. 
14 (Stone II posirion 22 R 6/2) cancdlcd by Jaipur intaglio seal strike from rhe 
State Post in Jaipur ro Kalbadevi (in British India). 

I of only 3 Jaipw's fusr issue combination cover recorded by the exhibitor. 
. p::ql 

Photocopy of obverse 



creased demand of the Y2 anna denomination and the wear and tear on the previous Stone of 24 (Stone II) led to the pro­
. on of a new Stone of 24 stamps. These were issued both imperforate and rough perf. 14. St<unps from this printing 

co e in a variety of shades as there several printings were made. Distinguishing features: Value in large letters measuring 16 
- : -mm Both side inscriptions start below the inner frame line; narrow spacing (1.5 - 2 mm) between stamps. 

Anna Stone III 

24 

lmperforate Proof of complete sheet of24. BPA 67,080 

(a) Pale Blue I 

Perf 14 complete sheet of24 
sheet number" 1121" in red 



Three local hornema e CO\"ITS 

\ 
-

Local homemade cover franked wich an imperforare copy of 1 anna pale blue ( tone 
III Posirion 14 R 412) ricd by 20 ov 04 native eds. 

The only known example of an impcrforate copy from Stone ill on cover. 

Phorocopy of obverse. 



r� Anna Stone III 

24 

Imperforate Proof of complete sheet of24. 

(b) Deep Blue I 

Perf 14 complete sheet of24 
sheet number "442" in red 



-:.· 
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Position 10, 12 14, 15 
(R 3/2-3, 4/2-3) 

Position l 
Largest known used multiple of chc fis 

1 Jan 1905 British India lh anna postal stationery envelope additionally franked wirh Jaipur 1"2 an.ca deep b_ paf. 
6/1) &om Chirorgah (British India) ro Jaipur. The sender knew mac the Imperial Post would transfer the leuer co 

ery (as there was no Imperial Pose office in close proximity co service the addressee) and hence affixed die Jai ur _ 

Jaipur Sc.ace postage d1<lrgcs chereby eliminating die recipient from having m pay t\Vice d1e deficiency i . .  � ann:: 

This is the only known incoming combination cover bearing the fust issue of Jaipur-

Triple weight local handmade cover bearing three copies of the Y2 anna deep blue. 



1 Anna 

l anna stamps were printed &om the original stone. The stamps were printed in sheets of 12 in two distinct shades (a) dull 
b scarlet the latter shade being considerably rarer. Issued with rough perf 14; imperforate examples unknown with gum. 

12 

Complete imperforate Proof sheet of 12 - ex. Raja Amar Nath Aral's collection. 
The exhibitor knows of only two such sheets. 

Co replete impcrforare Proof sheer of 12 in green (possibly an error of color) - ex. R1ja Amar Nath Atal's collection. 
The exhibitor, based on his research, believes this to be unique. 



l 1 Anna Stone I 
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28 Aug. 1904 local regiscered handmade cover franked wich � anna Srone ill x 2 and a strip o:3 of chc 1 aru::a Posicio:: L, - • 9. 



Stone I (b) Scarlet I 
based on his own research, has determined the ratio of all 1 anna stamps as 95% Dull red to 5% Scarlet 

12 

4'AiPUR' Sl'Att" 
�r .. , � 

-
- cu .. -er bearing 1 anna scarier + V2 anna (Perkins Bacon issue). 

Ccm:rs bearing both first and second issue of Jaipur are rare_ 

, 

er bearing both shades of rhe 1 anna + Yi anna. The letter was been underpaid by 1 anna 



All 2 anna stamps were printed from the original stone. The stamps were printed in ee o 
(a) dull green (b) emerald. These stamps were issued with rough perf. 14; imperforace exam 

2 Anna tone I 

Quadruple weight cover bearing 2 anna dull green. 
This is the only known cover with a single franking of the 2 a.on.a 

Registered letter bearing pair of 2 anna dull green+ Y2 anna paying the 4112 anna rare (V2 anna postage+ 3 annas 

registration fee+ 1 anna acknowledgement fee), boxed registration mike with register number "16" in manuscript. 



12 Annas Stone I (b) Emerald I 
12 

Complece sheet of 12 With sheer number" 102" in red manuscript 

Photocopy of obverse. 

\ 

I 
l"'.':lC�c. - 1 u::ia - l � x 2 1- ar.r.a postage+ 3 annas registration fee+ 1 anna acknowledgement fee). 

ominarion cmers of che first issue have been recorded by the exhibitor. 
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